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WHERE THE FLOWERS BLOOM PERPETUALLY AND THE BEST FRUITS GROW

Report from Our January oth Excursion--=Letters from Old and New Settlers, Etc.

LETTER FRNM OUR EXCURSION MANAGER.
Sacramento, Cal., Jan. 17, 1896.
JFames W. Wilson, Chicago, T1L

My Dear Mr. Wilson: Another Bastern party has seen and
beefl delighted with the beauties and possibilities_ of Fair Oaks.
I will briefly give you the details of our trip at this time, having
been too busy to write you before. . .

We left Chicago on Thursday, of the 9th inst., and with only
about twenty-five on board bound for the Sunset land. We rap-
idly added to our number as we sped along the rolling prairies
of Tllinois and Iowa, so that by the time we had reached Omaha
our party numbered nearly two score. We were joined at Col-
umbus, Nebraska, by a delegation from St. Paul and Minneap-
olis, who had made up their minds to leave the frigid regions of
the North, and cast their lot in the land where flowers and fruits

nouncement about the magnificent ice palace which was at
T'ruckee, he immediately got up and dressed, and sure enough
lhe saw the Ice Palace, and insisted that we all get up and view
the magnificent spectacle. Some of the ladies of our party in-
sisted that it was a mile long and as high as the Sierras. Bril-
liantly lighted by electricity, it was a sight once seen never to be
forgotten.

The management of the Southern Pacific Company very kind-
1y consented to set off our car at three o’clock in the morning at
Colfax, so that we could be taken down by the local train leav-
ing there at 7:45, in order that we might see the rugged foot-
hill orchards on the way down into the Sacramento valley.

Mr. Edwin X. Alsip, our Western manager, met us at Colfax,
and had previously arranged for our train to be met by a dozen
carriages or more at Ben Ali in the center of the Haggin & Tevis
Grant. We were driven-over to Fair Oaks. A gentle, California

A GROUP OF ONE OF OUR EXCURSION PARTIES IN CAMP AT FAIR OAKS.

There is no fairer spot in California for camping or for a home than Fair QOaks. It seems like sacrilege to cut down the beautiful
<evergreens and other oaks with which it is covered. The majority of them must give way, however, to the equally beautiful but more use-

ful orange, lemon, olive, fig, ete.

bloom perpetually. At Cheyenne we were joined by Mr. and
Mrs. T. H. Watson and Mr, and Mrs. W. R. Gore and Miss Hor-
tensg Gpre, all from-Springfield, Illinois. =~

A jollier and better class of people never crossed over the arid
and _desolate regions of Wyoming, Utah and Nevada into Cali-
form.a, than those who left their homes with a view to.visiting
and investing at Fair Oaks.

Wg arrived at Truckee, which is just over the California line
and is situated in the heart of the Sierra Nevadas at an altitude
of six thousand feet, at about 12 o’clock midnight. Our party
Xvas awakened from a deep slumber by the cry of the festive

hot tomale man” D. W. Whipple, a jolly old pioneer from
Mlchlgap, heard the cry and translated “hot tomales” into “Ice
Palace, ice palace.” Thinking that someone was making an an-

‘We ask the woodman to spare as many as possible, however.
game. The woods are full of squirrels, rabbits, quail, woodcock, etc.

The man with the gun will find plenty of

winter rain was falling, and a mild breeze came from the south-
west, that fanned our cheek with as soothing an effect as the
mildest of May winds in the middle States. Vegetation was
fairly springing from under our feet as we sped along over this
magnificent property. Notwithstanding the fact that the
weather was cloudy and gloomy, our party was charmed and de-
lighted with what Nature had done for this country.

A splendid dinner was served at Hotel Fair Oaks, after which
many of our party rode to Orangevale; all except Mr. Samuel
O’Neil of Philadelphia, who said: “Mr. Hubbs, I cannot wait to
see Orangevale, but must decide upon a tract of tbis land im-
mediately. I want to feel that I own some of this magnificent
property.” Whereupon I had the pleasure of taking him out and
showing him three beautiful tracts of an aggregate acreage of
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to plant and improve, and will start his building in a very few
days. ' Wereturned to eamp, where we were joined at six-o’clock
by the vrest of our party who had returned from. Orangevale.
Shortly after supper several members of our party came to us
and wanted to close on certain pieces of property, almost with-

out seeing it. Two or three very nice sales were made that
evening. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday were consumed

in showing our party the property, and in making selections.
Almost every one who arrived with us has made a purchase up
to the present time. The following is a partial list of our new
-investors: N. T. Harris, Hart, Michigan, five acres in the town

site; L. B Kale, Willis, Kansas, thirty acres; W. B. Seath, Free~

born, Minn., ten acres; G. M. Clark, South Euclid, Ohio, eleven
acres; Geo. I, Ingraham and wife of South ‘Dakota, twenty
acres; R. Fritseke, Chicago, ten acres; Neils' Monson, Benton,
Wisconsin, ten acres; D. W. Whipple,. Michigan, 'valuable town
lot; Mr. Samuel O’Neil and Mrs. Mary O’Neil, Philadelphia,
forty-thiee ‘acres; Jesse Dorsch, South Buclid, Ohio, eleven
acres; G. R. Morrell, town' lot; H. P. Watson (merchant), anl
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‘forty-three acres, which he immediately purchased, and is going’

jF’eb. 8

Total sales, threé hundred and ‘seventy-seven sixiwéight one-

‘hundredths acres, besides over $2,000 worth of town lots.

There are as yet several people on'the property in charge of
Mr. Olson, who have not selected, but expect to'do so very soon.

Nearly all of these investors are going to build homes and
make nice improvements immediately. I can assure you that
each and every one. of them are a class of people whom you.
will be delighted to meet on your next trip to Fair Oaks. I
know that I am looking forward with a great deal of gratifica~-
tion to the time when I shall be able to take up my abode with. -
such surroundings and associations as will be found at Fair
Oaks. ’ .

Those who remained from our Nov. 14 excursion say they are:
better pleased with the country every day they stay. You would:
be surprised with the progress made. Upwards of thirty dwell-
ings and stores are now in process of construction. Two gen-
eral stores are stocked with goods. The sound of the ax and
hammer is heard on all sides.

Yours truly, -
A. M. Hubbs.

YOUNG ORANGE GROVE AND FRUIT, PHOTOGRAPHED NOV. 21. A. C. KELLOQG’S GROVE, FAIR OAES.

Mer. Kellogg values this ten-acra grove, now seven years old, at §15,000.

est on that amount.

Aside from the increase in value it is paying him about 100 per cent on the original investment.

It is, in fact, yielding him from ten to fifteen per cent inter—
This seetion of Cali-

fornia known as the warm gold belt,” in which Fair Oaks is located, has proved to be the best orange and lemon section of the State.
While other sections have been damaged, a frost to injure oranges has never been known in the vicinity of Fair Oaks. The earliness of
the crop also makes it possible to market it before the season of damaging frosts, should one chance to occur. The ecrop ripens five weelk .

earlier than in the southern part of the State.

For this reason a market is also found for all the.product on the coast at much highe

prices. Regarding the quality and earliness of the .fruit in this locality, Mr. E. T. Earle, of the Earle Fruit Company, writes: *‘Oranges
‘are doing very well on this land, and ave of excellent quality. “These oranges come in eacly in the season and alead of the oranges im

Southern California, thus making them very desirable for the Pacitic Coast trade.”’

ave early at Fair Oaks and seem to grow with equal perfection.

wife, Springfield, Illinois, twenty-one acres; D. R. Gore (mer-
chant) and wife, Springfield, Illinois, twenty acres; J. F. Baker,
Rutherford, N. J., ten acres; John J. Houser (merchant), Mead-
ville, Penn., twenty acres; A. M. Phoenix, fifteen acres; H. H.
Pierce, from Minnesota, ten acres; E. L. Hunskaar, Spencer, So.
Dak., ten acres; W. H. Adams, New York city, twelve and
ninety-two one hundredths acres; N. R. Smith, Barclay, KXan.,
thirty acres; Levi Walthall, Barclay, Kan., fourteen eighty-
eight one hundredths acres; B. Cales, Nebraska, ten acres; W.
H. Jordan, Chicago, twenty-two ninety-six one hundredths acres;

Caroline B. 8. Wilcox, twenty acres; John W, Cleave, New York,

ten ninety-two one hundredths. acres.

Other fraits are also all of a month earlier. All fruits

LETTER FROM AN OLD SETTLER.

The following letter is from Mr. K. Raaf, an experienced hor-
ticulturist and orchadist of California, who is a graduate of the
horticultural and engineering schools of Sweden. We publish
it for the information and advice it contains to those who con-
template making their homes or planting orchards in California::

Fair Oaks, Cal., Dec., 1895.
To-day the sun is shining brightly, and our new neighbors im
the Sunset Colonies are enjoying.it while taking in the sights:
and testing some of the fruit;-doubtless drawing contrasts im:
their minds with the snow-clad eastern homes, where old Jack:
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Frost reigns supreme; *They’ ha\*e.come.‘;here.to enjoy the health
and Iuxuries this goodly state has to.ofter them. )
To-day they. are picking for themselves, fresh from the trees,
oranges, lemons, persimmons, and from the vines grapes anq
‘ripe strawberries, while enjoymg ’ghe ﬂav_or_~ of the tru}fc and
the fragrance from the flowers still mvblo.o«m in great profusion,
T'he time is near when all-these small hills and valleys in the
Sunset Colonies will be covered with orange, lemon and other
trees and vines laden with delicious fruits, and amongst the
trees, dotted here and there; will vlge found nicely finished and
furnished cottages, embowered with roses and honeysuckles,

surrounded . with the perpetual bloom of flowers--and inhabited.

ith a happy, industrious p‘e‘bple,;enjoying‘ "fhei“heallth and. lux-
:rly \vhichplpg’ture' will abundantly. bestow upon them. - With a
little stretch of the iinagination, we can see the change a few
years will bring forth. This beautiful, natural park of oaks will

then be transformed into useful orchards and gardens—none.

the less beautiful and-attractive from being useful. .
During the past month, while you have been so industriously

advertising Fair Oaks, I have been asked many questions con-

cerning this location, both face to face and through the mail.
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state. YY(')u can have'anything you want ﬁere in:the line of

- fruits; vegetables or flowers. In mid-winter, when Jack Frost

has a grip on the east, your garden may be full of roses in
bloom, lilies of all sorts, daisies and.violets, and even flowers

of .the more tender sort, the palm growing like big pines, and.

even that tender plant, camelia, which, at your eastern home,
you can hardly remiove fiom one window to the other without
dropping its buds. Here you will find big bushes of them, from - -
ten to twenty feet high, covered all over with beautiful blos-
soms. ' Surely it is more pleasant to live in such a country than
to be shut up over gassy stoves or wrestling with the snow and
blizzards of your eastern homes. . =~ . . L e
For the-benefit:6f prospective California settlers, I will say.
get your ground ready for your garden spot as early as pos-
sible.  Let that be your first thought. Then sow radishes, let-
tuce, beets, onions and peas. .Don’t mind if it is Decémber of
January; they will grow and fruit all the same. You will soon,
enjoy-fresh vegetables from. your own garden. If you have
ever had any experience with growing your own vegetables and-
getting them fresh from the garden, you know that they taste
better than the wilted stuff you get at a grocery store, and also

RESIDENCE OF HON. R. D. STEPHENS ACROSS THE RIVER FROM FAIR OAKS.

The Nov. 14 special train excursion party in the front yard. The large tree in the foregrournd is a fig tree from which fresh, ri
were gathered Nov. 20. Mr. Stephens has become moderately wealthy from the products of forty acres of orchard and vineyard.

Soy}fe want to know whether I would advise them to come to
Cagrorma; is the climate healthy; is there any money in raising
fruit, ’1“0 all these questions I answer invariably ‘yes,’-and my
answer is based on my own experience and that of many with
Whoxp I am acquainted. I say to them, ‘if you want a change
of climate, if you want to build you a nice homie, if you want
l}ealj:h, and if you want a place where it is easier to make a
livelihood, come to California.’
climate, I am sure it cannot be surpassed. I had poor health
before I came here.. This was also the case with my wife, but
Wwe are both now robust. I say, however, to those who expect
to plcl§ money off the bushes without work, ‘don’t come out
here with the expectation of within a few years becoming a J.
Gould or a Rockefeller, but if you come determined to overcome
all obstacles and build yourself a bedutiful home, not thinking
that because you come to ‘California you can fold your arms and
everything will. come to you, you can succeed much better than
at most places in the east.’ ' ‘

As to the colony land: It is as good as can he found in the

As to the healthfulness of this-

pe figs

that it will constitute a large part of your living, saving much
money. Plant your strawberry vines now, and you will have
ripe berries in May. Plant blackberries and raspberries, and
you can eat the fruit from them next summer. This is just the’
time for that sort of work. ‘ )
Now is also the time for planting trees. ‘What shall T plant?
that is the question, ‘and how shall I plant it? Let me give’
you some advice. Bury your old ideas under the snow of your
eastern country, and come here with your mind like the open’
pages of an unprinted book—ready to receive any impressions.’
Learn from those who have had experience, not indeed the un-'
successful ones, but those who have made a success in fruit-
culture. As for what to plant in this locality: Oranges, lemons,
olives, almonds, cherries and apricots seem to pay the best.
They also are well suited to the high ground, with the deep,
warm soil, such as is found at Fair Oaks. On low ground, should
you have any, with heavy soil,plant grapes, pears, quinces or
plums, the later grafted on Mary Bolan stock. Before begin-
ning to plant, see that your tract is laid out correctly—so that it
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is pleasing to the eye. Do not let your planting to Tom, Dick
and Harry because he is the lowest bidder.  There are shoddy
trees and shoddy planters just the same as there is shoddy in
other things. If you wish to have your work done right, and
there will be nothing more fatal to your success than to have it
done otherwise, you had best go to some reliable man or firm,
even though it should cost you a little more at the beginning.
By all means have the best varieties of trees from reliable nur-
series. It will surely pay you in the end. Another thing, I would
recommend that you club together to buy your trees. By thus
buying in quantities, you can get them cheaper. By all means
avoid the tree peddler, and get your trees direct from the nur-
sery whose long-standing reputation is above reproach. There
are ‘many nurserymen, even in this neighborhood, who will treat
you fairly and give you reliable stock.

‘When ready to plant, dig the holes not less than two feet wide
and two feet deep. Then when you put in the trees fill some of
the top soil in the bottom of the hole. Spread out the roots

The Western Rural
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well pleased with everything pertaining to our new homes. I
have not heard one speak otheiwise than in the happiest of
terms of their new home here.

Since I came I have built my house, cleared my land, and have
the honor of setting out the first trees in the colony. I have a
variety of them, viz.: Orange, lemon, figs, prunes, plums, pears,
peaches, apples, apricots, olives, cherries, alinonds, ete. Tea and

coffee do well here. ’

Orange trees two years old bud on four-year-old stock, only

‘25 cents. -Only think of it! I paid two dollars and fifty cents

for the same kind of a tree at Auburn four years ago. I lived
at Auburn thirteen years, and there formed the acquaintance
of Arthur M. Hubbs, who belongs to the same church and was
a very active and esteemed member. I can say from personal
knowledge of all of the business members of this. colonizing
firm that they are men of the highest type of integrity, and those
who come here can rest assured they are not being misled or
swindled in the least.

LEMON GROVE, FAIR OAKS, CAL.
On close inspection the tree will be seen to be loaded with fruit in all stages of growth, The lemon is one of the most profitable fruit

crops, if not the most profitable.

The area in which it can be grownis very limited. Fair Oaks land is well adapted to lemon culture.

PHOTOGRAPHED NOV. 21.

It is

a perpetual bearer, yielding its fruit every day in the year, buds, blossoms, green and ripe fruit being found on the same tree at the same

- time,

Bare land in Southern California suited to lemons sells for from $300 to $500 an acre.

For lemon culture Fair Oaks is unsurpassed.

It costs only $200 an acre to get a grove planted and cared for three years, including the land.

carefully and fill in soil around the roots, and press it down
firmly with your feet. Do not put the trees down deeper than
to the bud. If you do, you are liable to injure the trees. In
selecting the trees, see that you get a good root system and well
formed buds on the lower part of the stem. By a ‘good root
system’ I mean plenty of small roots or feeders, because it is
these that support the trees. After the trees are planted, cut
them back to within eighteen inches of the ground. The object
of this is to make them low branching. This rule applies to
deciduous fruits and nuts. Oranges and lemons should only be
pruned, as a rule, just a little, for the purpose of makilgg I% g(;od
N, Raar.

LETTER FROM A PIONEER.
Fair Oaks, Cal., Jan, 18th, 1896.

Dear Friends: I write you to let you know how we are get-
ting along since we came here a few weeks ago. We are all

This is truly the heart of California, and fair Italy cannot
boast of a Dbetter climate than this. I came here from Maine
in 1875 on account of consumption, of which four of my family
had died, and in this pure and even climate many others, as well
as myself, have been fully restored. It is the best climate in
the state for consumptives and asthmaties. The location here
will speak for itself. Houses, stores and buildings of all kinds
are fast being built, while the beautiful oak trees are falling
like grass before the sturdy woodchoppers. The beautiful roll-
ing lands are now covered with a carpet of green grass and soon
will be more beautiful with wild flowers, which are so abundant
here. I will mention here that I have heard it often remarked
that they never saw a finer or more select lot of tourists than
have arrived here from the east, all of them buying land. We
have the advantage over many California towns, that of never
allowing liguors sold inside the colony, where we can bring our
children up away from those influences which infest most of
California towns, and cause many eastern families to regret
settling among such influences, causing them to sell out and
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e ((Yrria .about markets at present, and what the future
-+ can-tell. So. far as the orange is concerned,

& good home market for a‘long time ¢
-statesof’ Oregon, and ‘Washington, ‘too f: 1 oW -1}
orange, lemon-and fig; will always have -to.draw. their Supply
“from:other: places.  Sacramento is the -great. shipping point’ fer: -
‘green and dried fruits to, eastern and: northern markets.. And -
there will always’ be a'steady. demand for-them n the states of.
Nevada, Utah; Wyoming; Golorado, Idaho, ‘Montana, ete., before

the: eastern. inarket ‘proper. i’s-‘réached.A'~‘A;;d_ as these states in-
~credse:in population the demand: will be greater.’ Also the- facts
liat oranges ripen earlier’ Lere Dy ‘some ‘weeks than in southerss -
..California, a higher price ‘is Obtained.  Fair Oaks is' a: woodedx
district=lots of- fine live and-other oak'trees, which will ‘give:
you firewcod for many years.. The. lectric road is to be built thigA
year, and:will go through Fai .Oaks 1o Orange Vale, carrying:.
both passengers and freight. -This will he a great advantage to
ettlers, as it will practically. ring the colony within less than am
~hiour Nt do'not see any risk in your coming. " Tk
would’advise you to come, with the: next ex
and for yourself; and’if suited, select your

into-order,-:

colony excursion. " Yes, I went out with them ‘and stopped there - - f ccursion. - The ¢ I you'mention as leaving last Thurg=-:.
from Tuesday until Friday, and had a good time, I rode with-the ~day night, Jan. 9th, came yesterday, and were immediately trang--:
colonists on their special train to Folsom, 22 miles; the train stop-. ferred to- the colony.  There 3 :
ping several times on the ‘way to let excursionists off to ‘view; . came by regular train on or about Christmas day.. So hurry ups
fruit ranchés and the Natoma, vineyard and winery, We took . --youhad better strike while the iron is hot. I have told: you this-
dinner at Folsom, and then visited the dam and power house;” ' bef:

where the dynamos develop the eleetricity that supplies our city © _edly a-good climat&—'some
with light and power for manufacturing purposes, i

cars, ete. 'We also visited the great state prison. Then teams . As you are dissatisfied with Chicago at p
were provided for over 100 persons to ride to JFair Oaks,. ‘We - are not likely to be better, I say get up and leave,
crossed the river (American) on an iron bridge at Folsom, and in . - out for something better, and within your reach.
about two miles. came to Orange Vale, and bassing several fine * time and your chance. I may say that in my opi ;
orange orchards loaded with fruit, we turned 'westward - for _were to buy a lot of ten or twenty acres of land in-Fair Oaks;
Fair Oaks, where we arrived some time after sunset. I should properly selected; you would make no mistake; for every day’
judge the distance from Folsom to be:some seven or eight miles- work put on it would add to its value.. But as you woula wan
to headquarters, and some fifteen or sixteen from there to Sac- - it-for a home, it would be worth more to you th > ;
ramento on the north side of the river.” We found a two-story:. ' I-submit these thoughts-and suggestions for your due considera-—
building there to serve as hotel, fitted up with a long table in the ' tion.. . - T e e
centre to accommodate forty at one time; and temporary bunks” - Edwin and wife.took a buggy ride up to'colony on
all around the sides, furnished with bedding, ‘ete. Outside there . He says there are many buildings’gone up already : £
i ] i 31 <1t will grow rapidly, and be an important settlement, Please:
write me again soon, and let ‘me know whether I have: me
-your inquiries,”’ Give my love to my brother and’ yous
ccept the ‘same yourself, and believe me, as.ever,” - '
o T Yqurs,',affeeti'natély, o
o116 11th St.; Sacramento, Cal; -

[ ts Orange Vale, as proof-

~ of what: the land and climate produces.. The teams were all. ",
hitched up, and weall took a ride up to and through Orange Vale,

: 'We'went;thrqugh .one orchiard of 7,000 trees loaded: with oranges;, -
and many others of less size and of later planting; giving promise
of ‘doing equally’ well, as the young ‘trees; only: three and four -
years from planting, were well loaded. The soi ; <3
as good, if-not better, than that of, Oratige. ‘
climate is.the same. ¥ - ask my opinion
You know that facts are
very lightly.  What'

. Fair:Oaks, under th

“mate-the sarme; ‘Wate
and ‘Witl__lf'la,botj;‘and .80
planting the .Proper; kin
Oaks should not he 4 g

ere is no reason why Fair ' ¥
ou ask about markets.: ' No fear'

“. .. o health preserver. and -5aves mor o' ‘Western Haral readers,
stem'inaugurated by ' “in the Weating ouit;of clothes and mitts in’ one - their’remarkable Oxzifon ‘Seed - Offer ‘advertise,
ew York, secures fodder feeding season, to say:nothing about the - ‘10 this issue: R PR
.. from ‘them the: comfort:and. condensing ‘time in handling the N A ' ‘
ices to any post:’.” rasping fodder. We. ‘

iles, let it ¢

S re.than. its cost  ‘Stores; free to
The'new' free nitts:in' o 3
* Peter-Henderson

to any’ohe' Wheo
free " delivery
office‘in"the
~Messrs, 'P¢

- Wereut’ our corn, ‘throw ‘it:in © - IMMIGRATION . TO ‘THE 'S0UT
st shove T ase and sers  HOMESDDKIRS BXCURSIONS.
in‘;sl‘ldck,"-he&ifr_ll a5 :fast as two.'men will-to. = February ~1Ith and- Mareh 10th, - 1896,  Landi*
rabbl “fodder the' old way avith. hangs; . Seekers’ Bxcursion tickets will be sold from. alK
: 1 : save the 't‘winé'niubi,ndmg‘ in' pun- Points in’the Northwest - over the “Big. Four~
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